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of Northwestern University, who delivered an address on “The Development of the Florida
Frontier.”
The hour for lunch having arrived, adjournment
was taken until two o’clock.
At two o’clock President Chase called the Society
to order and the business session began.
A. H. Roberts was recognized and on behalf of the
Board of Directors presented amendments to the
by-laws of the Society together with a resolution
adopted by the Board as follows:
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Directors of
the Florida Historical Society, that the by-laws
of the Florida Historical Society should be
amended, and that this Board of Directors
recommend to the annual meeting of the Florida Historical Society to be held at Palm Beach,
Florida, on January 26, 1937, that said by-laws
be amended by action of that meeting, so that
the by-laws of the Florida Historical Society,
when amended, shall read as follows:
BY-LAWS

OF

THE

FLORIDA

HISTORICAL

SOCIETY

1. All applications for membership shall be endorsed by at least one member of the Society and
shall be accompanied by the payment of at least one
year’s dues to the treasurer.
2. Honorary members may be elected at any annual meeting of the Society, upon unanimous recommendation by the Board of Directors.
3. There are hereby created the following special
types of members, namely:
Contributing Members and Life Members.
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II.
Dues
1. The dues of regular members shall be two dollars per annum, payable in advance.
2. The dues of Contributing Members shall be
ten dollars per annum, payable in advance.
3. The dues of Life Members shall be one hundred dollars, the payment of which shall entitle
such member to life membership, without the further payment of dues.
4. Any member who is one year in arrears in
dues, after thirty days’ notice thereof, may be
dropped from the roll of membership by the Board
of Directors.
III.
Meetings
1. There shall be an annual meeting of the members of the Society on the fourth Tuesday of January of each year, commencing with January, 1937.
Special meetings may be held upon the call of the
president on the application of ten members. Ten
days’notice shall be mailed to each member at his
usual place of residence of all annual and special
meetings. Fifteen members shall constitute a
quorum.
2. The Board of Directors shall meet on the call
of the president. Three days’notice of such meeting shall be sent to each member of the Board at his
usual place of residence.
IV.
Duties of Officers
1. THE PRESIDENT. - The president shall preside
at all meetings of the Society, shall be ex-officio
president of the Board of Directors and of the
Executive Committee, and shall call all meetings of
the Board, and of the Executive Committee, and
shall perform all other duties usually appertaining
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to such office. In case of his absence or disability,
the duties of the president shall be performed by the
first vice-president, and in his absence or disability,
by the second vice-president.
2. RECORDING SECRETARY. - The recording secretary shall record all meetings of the Board of Directors and the general membership meetings, and shall
be custodian of all records of the Society. He shall
keep full and accurate minutes, and his books shall
be open to the inspection of the Board of Directors
or any interested member of the corporation, without passing out of his hands. At the close of his
term of office, the Minute Book shall be passed on
to his successor. He shall make an annual report
to the Society at its annual meeting. He shall be
ex-officio secretary of the Board of Directors.
3. CORRESPONDING SECRETARY AND LIBRARIAN.The corresponding secretary shall conduct the correspondence of the Society, keeping a record of letters written and those received, and he shall conduct
investigations and researches into all matters pertaining to Florida history, as desired by members
and correspondents. He shall be custodian of the
library and collections of The Florida Historical
Society, and shall supervise their proper care, cataloguing, listing and general use by members of the
Society and the public. He shall make an annual
report to the Society at its annual meeting. He shall
have supervision of the repairing of manuscripts,
binding of books and documents, photostating of
rare material and such other duties as are generally
assigned to the librarian of a similar collection, He
shall when authorized by the Board of Directors
make such loans of materials to students and scholars as may be required.
4. TREASURER.-The treasurer shall receive and

have the custody of the funds of the Society, and
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shall keep its financial accounts and shall give such
bond as may be required by the Board of Directors.
He shall report delinquent members to the Board
of Directors; and shall make an annual report to the
Society. His books and accounts shall always be
open to the inspection of the Board of Directors, or
any member of the Society.
5. THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. - The Board of Directors shall consist of the president, the first vicepresident, second vice-president, the recording secretary, the corresponding secretary and librarian, the
treasurer, three directors chosen from the State at
large, and one from each Congressional District of
the State of Florida, as now or hereafter constituted.
The officers named herein shall be elected annually.
Of the remaining directors, one shall be chosen from
the State at large and one from each of the odd numbered Congressional Districts at the annual election
in 1937 for a period of one year and two directors
shall be chosen from the State at large and one from
each even numbered Congressional District for a
period of two years; and thereafter all directors,
other than ex-officio members, shall be chosen for a
period of two years. No director (other than an exoffice member of the Board) shall be eligible to reelection until one year shall have elapsed after the
expiration of the term for which he or she was elected. Vacancies in any office may be filled by appointment by the president until the next meeting of the
Board of Directors, or of the Society, whichever
shall first be held. In the event a meeting of the
Board of Directors is first held, they shall make
appointments to fill such vacancy or vacancies, until
the next meeting of the Society. Such Board of
Directors shall have the direction and supervision
of the work and business of the Society and take
such action and adopt such means as will best pro-

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol15/iss4/10

4

Society: By-laws of the Florida Historical Society

263
mote the objects of the Society. Five members of
the Board shall constitute a quorum for each meeting. There shall be an Executive Committee of five
members of the Board of Directors, three of whom
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. The president and recording secretary shall
be ex-officio members of the Executive Committee
and the other three members of the committee shall
be appointed by the president from the other members of the Board of Directors.
V.
Seal
The seal of the Society shall be the coat of arms
of the State of Florida, with “The Florida Historical Society” surrounding the same.
VI.
Committees
The following standing committees are hereby
created:
Finance Committee, Program Committee, Nominations Committee, Publications Committee, Library Committee, Legislation Committee, Committee on Affiliation With Other Societies, and Membership Committee.
1. FINANCE COMMITTEE.-It shall be the duty of
the Finance Committee to audit the accounts of the
treasurer and to devise ways and means for increasing the revenue of the Society.
2. PROGRAM COMMITTEE. - There shall be a Pro-

gram Committee who shall provide topics of historical and current interest for the sectional meetings
throughout the State and for the annual meetings.
Members of this committee shall represent the five
Congressional Districts who shall assist in securing
speakers for these meetings, each in his own district
and for the annual meeting.
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3. NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE.-There shall be a
Nominations Committee of five members, two from
the Board of Directors and three from the general
membership elected at the annual meeting to serve
for the ensuing year. This committee shall select
from the membership of the Society one name (or
not more than two names) for each of the offices
of the Society, and one name (or not more than two
names) for each of the directors of the Society.
These selections shall be reported by the Nominations Committee to the. annual meeting, at which
they are to be voted on. Each member may vote in
person at the annual meeting. No member whose
dues are unpaid for any year preceding the year in
which the election is held shall be eligible to participate in such election. On proceeding with the election of officers in annual meeting, the signed report of the Nominations Committee shall constitute a
nomination and a second for each. one of their nominees; upon the presentation of the report of the
Nominations Committee the presiding officer shall
ask for further nominations from any member. If
other nominations than those of the Nominations
Committee are made, such nominees, with those
named by the Nominations Committee, shall be voted
upon by the members present at such meeting. A
plurality shall elect to each office. The three receiving the greatest number of votes for directors at
large shall be declared elected.
4. PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE,-A periodical shall
be published by the Society four times a year to be
entitled The Florida Historical Quarterly. It shall
be sent regularly to all members without cost to
them. At the first meeting of the directors after the
adoption of this by-law an editor shall be elected by
a majority vote for a term of three years, and thereafter whenever a vacancy occurs in that office.
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Three-fourths of the members of the entire Board
of Directors shall have the power of declaring the
office of editor vacant at any time.
The editor may appoint an assistant-editor and
such other staff as he or she considers desirable at
any time. The editor shall have full control of the
periodical and its policy and management. The
subscription shall be determined by the directors.
The editor shall prepare an annual budget of expenditures for the periodical and submit this budget to
the directors for approval . Upon such approval the
editor shall conform to the budget unless changes
are authorized by the directors. If the editor be not
a member of the Publications Committee, he shall
cooperate with them in an advisory capacity.
5. LIBRARY COMMITTEE. - It shall be the duty of
the Library Committee to assist the librarian in the
securing and conserving of important publications,
documents, manuscripts, papers, letters, diaries, and
similar material to be housed in the Florida Historical Society Library, and in general to aid in the
building of the collections of the Florida Historical
Society.
6. LEGISLATION COMMITTEE. - It shall be the duty
of the Legislation Committee to endeavor to secure
an annual appropriation from the State Legislature
for the operation of The Florida Historical Society,
including the purchase of valuable publications, and
suggesting and assisting such legislation as will further the historical welfare and recognition of the
State of Florida.
7. COMMITTEE ON AFFILIATION WITH OTHER SOCIETIES. - It shall be the duty of this committee to devise
a plan for closer cooperation by The Florida Historical Society with other historical and patriotic
societies.
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8. MEMBERSHIP CoMMITTEE. - It shall be the duty
of the Membership Committee to endeavor to stimulate interest in the Society and to enlarge the membership. The members of this committee shall consist of one director from each of the several Congressional Districts of the State of Florida.
COMMITTEE PERSONNEL. - The President shall
designate the number who shall serve on each of the
foregoing committees, and shall also designate the
members of the said respective committees, having
regard for the specific provisions as to membership
where such provisions are stated.
VII.
Order of Business

1. Call to order.
2. Roll call.
3. Report of officers.
4. Report of committees.
5. Unfinished business.
6. New business
7. General discussion in interest of the Society.
8. Election of officers.
9. Approval of the minutes.
10. Adjournment.
VIII.
Amendments
Section 1. The by-laws may be amended only
upon recommendation of the Board of Directors to
a regular or special meeting of the members by a
majority vote of such meeting.
Section 2. The charter of the corporation may be
amended by resolution duly adopted by a majority
vote at any annual meeting of the corporation, or at
any special meeting expressly called for the purpose
of considering amending the charter, and upon compliance with the provisions of law relating to the
amendment of charters of corporations not for
profit.
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A. H. Roberts moved that the by-laws be amended
as recommended by the Board of Directors, which
motion was seconded by A. J. Hanna, was put by
the chair and unanimously adopted.
Reports of officers and committee chairmen being
taken up:
Treasurer Roberts presented a report showing a
net balance in his hands of $308.63, which was supplemented by a statement that he would file a full
report later.
He stated that Mr. and Mrs. Francis Crowningshield had donated fifty dollars as the nucleus of a
fund for the purchase of manuscript original material for the library of the Society.
Dr. Kathryn T. Abbey, chairman of the Committee on the Collection, Use and Preservation of Manuscripts, spoke on the general subject of the committee’s work and the necessity of obtaining legislative
action for the erection of a suitable fire-proof building for the preservation of the State archives. She
called attention to the many serious losses of Florida records by fire and otherwise.
Dr. Abbey presented the following recommendations of her committee, which had been approved by
the directors:
(1) That the Committee be authorized to
proceed with the cataloguing of the entire collection of the Society, such Catalogue to be
financed by the Society, and when completed
shall be printed.
(2) For that purpose the directors shall be
authorized to assemble the collection temporarily in some place designated by them.
(3) That whenever a State archives organization is achieved, the Committee under the
guidance of the directors shall confer with that
organization regarding the permanent housing
of the collection in its quarters. Thus placed the
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collection shall be called the Florida Historical
Society Collection, and the ownership of the
same shall remain with the Society.
Dr. Abbey moved the approval and authorization
of the foregoing recommendations. The motion being seconded by Dr. Wm. John Menges, it was unanimously adopted.
Dr. Abbey presented the following resolutions and
moved their adoption:
Whereas, It is well known to many members
of the Florida Historical Society that W. T.
Cash, State Librarian, has succeeded in collecting many valuable maps, manuscripts, letters
and documents of interest to those who are
studying the history of Florida, in addition to
building up a collection of rare books relating
to such history, and
Whereas, It is believed a much larger collection of material, now likely to be destroyed or
disposed of outside of the State, could be secured if Florida had a State Library building of
sufficient size, equipment and accommodations;
and,
Whereas, It is of particular interest to the
members of our Society that all historical materials pertaining to Florida possible to obtain
be secured, properly classified and catalogued;
therefore
Be it Resolved first - That this Society go on
record as approving an appropriation for a substantial State Library building, large enough
to house-in addition to its regular line of books
and other printed or written material-all
classes of publications, documents, letters,
maps, manuscripts, etc., relating to the history
of our State, with sufficient fireproof vault
space to make the preservation of irreplacable
materials absolutely sure.
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Be it Resolved second - That the secretary of
this Society be instructed to furnish copies of
this resolution to a sufficient number of newspapers to get it well circulated, and also to mail
copies to each member of the next session of the
Legislature.
Be it Resolved, further - That we agree personally to write our congressmen and United
States senators in order to secure their cooperation in getting a PWA grant, if possible to
secure one, to add to such an appropriation as
can be secured from our State Legislature.
Dr. Abbey’s motion was seconded by Dr. Corse
and unanimously adopted.
The report of the Membership Committee being
called for, Mr. Watt Marchman, chairman, reported
orally that there has been in recent months a very
large increase in the membership of the Society;
and that the total at this time of 625 to 650 is quite
twice that of a year ago. He highly complimented
the work of Bishop Thomas in the Palm Beach area
which has resulted in trebling the membership in
that district in less than six months.
Mr. Marchman moved that the blanks for membership be revised to indicate “active” or “contributing” membership; and that all blanks used by
officers of the Society be revised to accord with the
amendments to the by-laws adopted at this meeting,
and that a new supply be printed. This motion was
seconded by Mr. Roberts and was adopted
unanimously.
President Chase read telegrams from Dr. James
M. Leake, Mrs. Roy V. Ott, and Hon. John P. Stokes,
all regretting their inability to attend the meeting
and expressing their wishes for a successful session.
President Chase read a telegram from Secretary
Herbert Lamson regretting his inability, on account
of professional engagements conflicting with the
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meeting, to be present, and extending his good
wishes for its success.
President Chase read a letter from Senator Spessard L. Holland to the like effect.
Bishop Thomas presented a report with resolutions on the subject of district societies which he had
submitted to the morning meeting of the Board of
Directors and which they had approved. He stated
that as the full board had not been present he himself would sponsor these suggestions and move their
adoption by this meeting.
At a meeting of the Board of Directors of the
Florida Historical Society, held this morning
at ten o’clock, the attention of the directors was
brought to the inarticulate condition of the subdivisions of the areas of the State, which have
been made co-terminous with the congressional
districts of the State. To remedy this condition
a resolution was offered that the directors approve and suggest to the annual meeting of the
Society that each of these districts be authorized to organize themselves, not only for local
assistance to the purposes of the general society, but also for local historical purposes.
Further, that each district be encouraged into
more effective organization by the election of a
president, vice-president, secretary and treasurer, under a limitation that where any district has any director of the Florida Historical
Society residing within its limits, that the
senior director, by reason of his priority of election, should be the president of the district, and
that the second director, by reason of the time
of his election, should be vice-president, thus
granting the privilege of election to the district
of the secretary and treasurer. If there be no
director of the general Society residing within
the district, the vice-president, together with
the secretary and treasurer, be elected by the
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district. In order to allow the fullest freedom for the district on one hand, and to safeguard the closest intimacy possible between the
local organization and its complete identification and adherence with the Florida Historical
Society, on the other, it is suggested that these
district societies major in their endeavors the
fostering of the spirit of historical investigation amongst its members. It is further recommended that in case a local depository for Floridiana be thought advisable, the chairman of the
Committee on the Collection, Preservation and
Use of Manuscripts be solicited for advice and
instruction as to the placement and care of
items, purchased or donated to the Society, so
that the final disposition of all Floridiana will
be satisfactory to the chairman of this
committee.
Bishop Thomas’s motion for the adoption of the
above was seconded by Mr. A. S. Bussey and adopted
unanimously.
Dr. R. L. Goulding spoke on this plan and concurred on the advisability of organizing district
societies.
Mr. C. G. Alvord stated there is a dearth of books
on Florida in the libraries of the State and suggested that a committee of the Society make such a list
of books on Florida history and send it to libraries
throughout the State.
Mr. W. I. Fee called attention to the fact that a
number of organizations such as the D.A.R. and
U.D.C. have assembled considerable historical information which should be made available to the
Society. He also stressed the importance of obtaining information from old citizens, such as is being done by the Old-Timers of St. Lucie county. He
also expressed the hope that such historic spots as
the site of the battle of Okeechobee be marked.
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Mrs. Henry E. Bemis pointed out the importance
of a chair for research at the University and proposed a fund for that purpose.
Dr. Abbey expressed the thought that the goal of
the Florida Historical Society should be to have its
own curator. That if a fund could be had and an
archives building erected, it might be possible to
obtain a curator of a caliber to direct such research
work.
Mr. Fee suggested that until money and a curator
are available that every person having knowledge
of a story or incident of value to county or State
history should write it out and furnish a copy to the
Society’s library.
Election of officers and directors for the ensuing
year followed. Alfred J. Hanna, chairman of the
Nominations Committee presented the selections of
that committee as follows:
OFFICERS

For president, Joshua C. Chase
First vice-president, Kathryn T. Abbey
Second vice-president, Spessard L. Holland.
Secretary, Herbert Lamson
Treasurer, Dorothy Dodd
Corresponding Secretary and Librarian, Watt
Marchman
DIRECTORS

1st district (1 year) Mrs. T. M. McDuffee, Manatee; 2nd district (2 years) James M. Leake, Gainesville; 3rd district (1 year) Julien C. Yonge, Pensacola; 4th district (2 years) John G. McKay, Miami;
5th district (1 year) T. A. Mellon, St. Augustine;
at large (2 years) Nathaniel S. Thomas, Palm
Beach; at large (1 year) D. B. McKay, Tampa; at
large (2 years) George Couper Gibbs, Jacksonville.
The report of the Nominations Committee being
a nomination and a second for each of their sugges-
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tions, it was moved that nominations be closed, this
was seconded and carried.
It was moved by Mr. Hanna and seconded by Mr.
Roberts that the secretary cast a ballot for the
nominees. This was carried and done and the nominees declared elected.
President Chase announced the appointment of
the Nominations Committee for the ensuing year as
follows: Mrs. Roy V. Ott, chairman; George Couper
Gibbs, D. B. McKay, Harold Briggs, T. Frederick
Davis.
Dr. Abbey moved that as the minutes of the last
annual meeting had been published in the Quarterly
where all members could read them, a reading now
be dispensed with and they be approved as published
there. The motion was seconded by Mr. Bussey and
being put was declared adopted.
The Committee on Resolutions, R. L. Goulding,
chairman, submitted its report, and Dr. Goulding
moved the adoption of the following resolutions
separately, which was seconded by Dr. Corse, and
carried, that extending thanks to Bishop Thomas
and the local committees being passed by a standing vote.
* * *
Be it Resolved by the Florida Historical Society
assembled in annual meeting at Palm Beach on
January 26, 1937, that we extend our thanks and
appreciation to the able speakers who have contributed so largely to making this meeting an outstanding success.
Be it Further Resolved that the secretary of the
Society be requested to send a copy of this resolution to the following persons who have taken part
on the program:
Hon. James M. Owens, Dr. Carita Doggett Corse,
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Dr. Isaac Cox, Dr. Kathryn T. Abbey, Dr. R. B.
English, The Reverend Edgar L. Pennington.
* * *
Be it Resolved that the secretary of the Society
be authorized and is hereby requested to express
condolence in the name of the Society to the families
of members who have passed away since our last
annual meeting.
* * *
Whereas the past year has been one of outstanding progress for the Florida Historical Society, and
Whereas this progress has been due in no small
measure to the faithful and efficient service of certain active workers in the Society;
Therefore, Be It Resolved by the Florida Historical Society convened in its annual session at
Palm Beach, on January 26th., 1937, that especial
thanks be extended to the following:
To President Joshua C. Chase for his vigorous
and effective leadership which is bringing a new
vitality to the organization.
To Mr. Julien C. Yonge for his continued efficient
service as editor of The Florida Historical Society
Quarterly.

To Mr. Watt Marchman for his continuous and
productive efforts as chairman of the Membership
Committee of the Society.
To Dr. Kathryn T. Abbey, chairman, and her Committee on the Collection, Use and Preservation of
Manuscripts, for mapping out and initiating a program planned to put this activity of the Society on
a solid and a permanent basis.
To The Right Reverend Nathaniel S. Thomas for
his outstanding work in connection with the advancement of the interests of the Society in Southeast
Florida.
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Whereas the annual meeting of the Florida Historical Society held at Bethesda-by-the-Sea, in Palm
Beach, on January 26th., 1937, is an outstanding
success in all of its aspects, and
Whereas this success is due in a large measure
to the efforts of the many local workers in Palm
Beach and vicinity;
Therefore Be It Resolved by the Society in annual session assembled that it extend its thanks for
services rendered to:
The Right Reverend Nathaniel S. Thomas, Rector
of Bethesda-by-the-Sea, for the notable leadership he has exercised in connection with all phases
of preparations for and carrying out the many details of the annual meeting;
Mr. John H. Brelsford and Mr. George W. Lee
for service on the General Committee;
Mr. Frank E. Hoffman for transportation arrangements;
The Reverend H. Irving Louttit for publicity
throughout the area concerning the activities of the
Society;
Mr. Joel W. Massie for the outstanding work done
by the Hospitality Committee, of which he was the
chairman;
Mr. Roscoe T. Anthony, for directing the activities of the Luncheon and Seating Committee;
Mrs. Charles Watson TenEick and Mr. Maxwell
Smith for their valuable and efficient services in
connection with the exhibit of Floridiana and fossils;
The vestry of Bethesda-by-the-Sea, for making
available to the Society for its meeting the beautiful
and spacious facilities of the parish;
The press of the Palm Beach area for the generous allotment of space to the activities of the Society
in connection with this meeting;
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Radio station WJNO for numerous broadcasts
concerning the meeting of the Society.
* * *
Returning to the public program, President Chase
presented Dr. R. B. English of the University of
Miami who made an address on “Dade County,
Early and Late.”
President Chase introduced Reverend Edgar L.
Pennington of Miami who read a paper on “Flagler
and the Opening of the East Florida Seacoast”.
Mr. Bussey on behalf of Mrs. A. L. Saunders extended an invitation to members and visitors to view
her collection of antiques.

Selection of the place for the next annual meeting
being in order, Mrs. McDuffee read a letter from
President Robert B. Reed of St. Petersburg Junior
College to President Chase extending an invitation
to the Society, on behalf of the city of St. Petersburg and the College, to hold that meeting there.
On motion of Mrs. McDuffee seconded by Mr.
Roberts, the invitation was accepted unanimously.
There being no further business and the program
having been concluded, President Chase announced
the meeting adjourned.
A. S. BUSSEY,
Secretary, pro tempore.
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